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" No, but I should like to know, that's all/'
"You'll find out for yourself-if you practise. You remember Pascal's advice, about the efficacy of practice ? "
"' Deaden yourself!'"
" It's not so much a question of deadening yourself; but of waiting patiently until the mind perceives what happens to it —without wanting to know beforehand at all costs."
Then Jallez suddenly changed his tone. He said, in a light-hearted, almost jocular kind of way, as though he wanted to deprive his words of any particular value :
" You know, I'm very gkd we met this morning. I have an idea that it will turn out to be a lucky thing for us. I don't know whether we shall always be of the same opinion. But that isn't what counts most. At our age, and in our sphere of life, we are overburdened with comrades who have opinions - and nothing but opinions. What is difficult to find is somebody who is capable of taking an interest in things about which he hasn't any opinion yet. That's what I call a serious-minded man. The others are light-minded pedants."
" That's true. All brilliant brains, of course. At Lyons -we used to toss them in blankets."
" Besides, I have the feeling not only that life is very
short	"
" What, already ? "
" Yes, already.   Haven't you ? "
ce Well, I suppose I have."
" But also that the decisive part of it lasts a very brief
time. I shouldn't like to make too much of some harrowing
examples I know. We are entitled to hope that we shall
escape such a shattering disappointment as that. But, even
in lives that are quite a success, one finds that certain ques
tions are settled early. For example, that of the people
you meet, your friendships. I believe that, starting from an
age quite close to our own — I m^n an age which we have
nearly reached — one goes on in a terrible loneliness--	"

